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Friday 1st October 2021 
 

From Mrs May 

We had a long school assembly on Monday. We began by recalling what we remembered after our 

International Film Festival last week and we added pins to our map in the hall of the countries we 

had learned about. We also gave out badges to the new school council reps. We talked about where 

the money from the Macmillan coffee morning would go and we also sang through our new school 

song, “Longwoodese”. This will be premiered at the Harvest Festival and will be an exciting moment 

for Longwood. 

On Tuesday, Broadwater and Hartspring visited Cassiobury Park for a Forest School session. This was 

so much fun. The children did mud paintings, an obstacle course and made fruit kebabs which they 

roasted over an open fire. Huge thank you to FoL for part-funding this trip. 

 

It's been a busy week for Broadwater as they also went to Woburn Safari Park this week. They saw 

so many animals and the absolute highlight was experiencing monkeys on the roof of the minibus. 

There are many fabulous pictures on our website so don’t forget to check regularly. 

 

I hope that the parents who attended Dr Kathy Weston’s talk yesterday found it useful. I thought it 

was excellent. It was full of interesting facts and I especially valued the tips about how to talk to 

young children about difficult topics regarding relationships, bodies, growing up and keeping safe. 

Please watch out for the video recording which should be arriving in your inboxes soon. If any other 

parents would like a copy, it can be purchased for £10. 

  



Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

  

From Mr Livesey 

To continue enhancing our outdoor areas and the opportunities there for the children, over the last 

weeks we have purchased a large greenhouse, which Keith and Richard (our caretakers) have kindly 

built; as well as two outdoor wooden mud kitchens with sinks; and much gardening equipment 

including hand tools, seed and planting equipment, and aprons. We have also planted a variety of 

fruit trees.  

We have also purchased a number of creative stand up tuff spot play stations with stands; a 

toddlers’ kitchen set; wooden play kitchen appliances and sink; a number of outdoor storage 

containers; two digital cameras; art and craft resources; a display trolley and table; many natural 

resources; PE / gym equipment; mental arithmetic and fiction and non-fiction books; professional 

development courses including SEN and SEN equipment; two productions from visiting theatre 

groups; a farm visit over the summer holidays and a magician visit for the half term holiday.     

    

Listening to Children Read 

The class teachers listen to children read regularly but we recognise the need for children 

to be heard as much as possible. To that end, we are looking for volunteers to come into 

school and listen to children read, ask them questions about their books 

and generally help them along. We are looking for people who can give a 

regular commitment. We will conduct a DBS (safeguarding check) and you 

will be required to sign our confidentiality agreement. Full training will be 

given, so that you understand your role, enjoy your time at Longwood and 

ultimately, help make an improvement. Please email Mrs May if you can spare an 

hour or so a week. 

 

Library Volunteer 

We would also love someone to pop in once a week to help keep our library tidy. This would involve 

helping to re-shelve books and generally keep an eye out for stray items that need putting away. 

Again, please let Mrs May know if you are interested. 

 

Year Six Prefects 

Last, but by no means least, we are delighted to announce that Ahran will be Rowling House Captain. 

We know that he will take his role seriously and work with the other house captains to lead their 

houses to victory.  

Practiser of the Week – Mrs Sangster 

The Practisers of the week for week beginning 20th September were Tom and Leonora. 

 

  



Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

  

Disability Questionnaire 

We have a questionnaire for stakeholders attending Longwood School and Nursery relating to 

disability on our website. Please take a look, fill it in and email it to Mrs May, if you have any reason 

to do so. Any comments will be treated confidentially. 

Nursery News 

For the month of September, 

Springwell children have been 

looking at different fruit and 

veg, exploring them in our 

home corner (using real food) 

and using them during craft; 

stamping them into paint and 

printing onto paper. We have 

even explored the textures 

and smells of the skins and 

pieces of fruit and veg in our 

tuff tray. Last week, we took 

part in a fruit and vegetable 

food tasting activity. Our 

parents helped by bringing different foods in. We sat and showed the children how we cut the food, 

what is inside, what they smell like and what they feel like. Then the children were able to taste the 

food. They actually surprised 

us and did well, trying the 

different items in their bowls! 

A firm favourite seemed to be 

the sugar snap pea, and some 

of the children even enjoyed a 

lemon slice! It was lovely to 

see their reactions to the 

different tastes, and how they 

became excited and shouted 

“more!” Overall, a great 

afternoon. Please go onto the 

website to see more photos of 

this activity. 
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On the last day for our Space topic, we created a spaceship where the children had tickets to jump 

on board and take their seats and count down ready to blast off into outer space. 

 

 

Menus Next week, we will be serving week 3 menus.  

 

Congratulations  

Well done to Harrison, Constantine and Reyah (Old Park). Over the summer, they wrote fabulous 

diaries, full of exciting activities with lovely detailed descriptions and a real sense of pride in their 

work. They illustrated their diaries not only with photos, but also with drawings and decorations. All 

three of them put in a huge effort. 

Harrison was also sent to me with his shark description. The children read a poem and did a 

comprehension exercise before exploiting the poem further by discussing the shark’s behaviour 

whilst waiting for his prey and then pouncing. Harrison’s writing used colourful vocabulary and a 

range of writing techniques that he has been taught over the years. Wow, two awards in one week! 
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 7th Oct All day long Crazy Hair Day FoL event. Children may 
choose a crazy hair style in 
return for £1 and may paint 
their nails for another £1.  

Monday 11th Oct 10am Cash for Clothes 
collection 

Please bring donations to the 
reception area. Funds raised 
will go our local foodbank. 

Friday 15th Oct 9am at St James’ 
Church 

Harvest Festival Broadwater, Hartspring, 
Attenborough and Old Park all 
involved. Families welcome. 

We are asking for food donations for the Red Trust Foodbank please. They particularly need 
tinned meat, tinned potatoes, long life milk, orange juice and apple juice, small jars of coffee and 
toilet rolls. As it is a Friday, the foodbank will be running, so they can also accept fresh produce 
including butter, small loaves of bread, cheese, eggs, oranges, apples, potatoes and carrots. They 
are overstocked on pasta, rice, baked beans and tinned tomatoes, and ask people kindly not to 
bring those items. 

Monday 18th Oct 4-5pm in the French 
room 

Second hand 
uniform sale 

 

Wednesday 10th 
Nov 

7.30pm, Zoom FoL AGM and 
meeting 

All parents welcome to attend. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89703591033?pwd=Q0FlYWU0cHBqcjJBeFkzNjNsck0wUT09  
 

Thursday 11th 
Nov 

7pm, Zoom Parent Forum Details in 13/09 newsletter. 

Monday 15th 
Nov 

During the school day Hartspring trip to 
the British Schools 
Museum at Hitchin 

Children require a packed 
lunch (no chocolate or nuts) 
and full school uniform. The 
cost is £30 and will be added 
to your invoice. 

The children will learn what it was like to be in a classroom in Victorian times and will also have 
the chance to handle a variety of artefacts. 

Friday 19th Nov 7pm Bingo Night Please keep the date free. 
Details to follow. 

Monday 6th Dec 2pm in the school hall Broadwater and 
Hartspring 
Christmas Show 

Families welcome to come and 
watch. 

Tuesday 7th Dec 2.15 in the school hall Sarratt Christmas 
Performance 

Families welcome to come and 
watch. 

Thursday 9th Dec 2.15 in the school hall Hillfield Christmas 
Performance 

Families welcome to come and 
watch. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89703591033?pwd=Q0FlYWU0cHBqcjJBeFkzNjNsck0wUT09
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Tuesday 1st Feb During the school day 
and the evening 

Young Voices 
Concert at 
Wembley 

Choir members in Year 3-6 will 
all be involved. Details 
attached to 15/9 newsletter  

Friday 25th 
March 2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Monday 5th Sept 
2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Monday 17th Apr 
2023 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 


